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ALTA ANNOUNCES – Winter 2009
ALTA held our last Board Meeting on November 20 and 21, 2009. We are grateful for the support of Yellowhead Regional Library System for the use of their headquarters for our meeting – as well as the RISE consultants Lauren Jessop from CARLS, Jim Dunbar from SLS and Art Knight from MLS and the Brooks Public Library for helping to arrange ALTA’s first ever video-conference meeting using the RISE site in Brooks, AB.  We are planning to have several of our Board Meetings in 2010 in the same format, utilizing the RISE program. 

 The following are excerpts from the committee reports presented at the meeting.  

All committee reports are available on our website at www.librarytrustees.ab.ca.

Education Committee

We would like to thank Patricia McNamee from the Public Library Services Branch and the Library Staff and Boards of the Three Hills Public Library, Shortgrass Library System and Medicine Hat Library, Parkland Library System and Lac La Biche Library for being wonderful hosts for our Fall 2009 Trustee Workshops. We are hard at work planning the workshop schedule for 2010 and will be posting all of the information on dates and locations on our website very soon! 
Advocacy Committee

ALTA’s Advocacy Committee is collecting feedback from all Trustees and Library Boards on the Alberta Municipal Affairs Report “Positioning Alberta Libraries for the 21st Century” - please send your thoughts and ideas for implementation of the framework to our office email!

Communications Committee

Our Fall 2009 Trustee Voice has been postponed until early 2010 in order for us to include more information on our Annual General Meeting in April. Be sure to keep watch for it online as well as in the mail!   Join us online! You can follow us on Facebook or Twitter – just click on the links on our home page! We love to share library news from across the Province!
Alberta Library Conference 2010 – “Alberta Libraries Rock!”
Remember that the dates for this year’s conference are April 29th – May 2nd. ALTA’s Annual General Meeting will be held in the afternoon on Friday April 30th. All day Friday we will be celebrating “Trustee Day” again – with special events and prizes! Keep tuned to the upcoming ALTA Announces or check out our exhibit booth at ALC for more details!
ALTA and Alberta Municipal Affairs are hosting a preconference session of the Trustee Workshop at ALC 2010. Come to Jasper a day early and join us for a full day workshop with Patricia McNamee from the Public Library Services Branch. We will be offering our regular workshop information as well as a few new topics added in. For more details – contact the ALTA office at 780-481-1725. 

Other Reminders and Important Dates

· Nominations for ALTA’s 2010-2012 Board of Directors are now being accepted for the positions of Area Representatives from Areas 2, 4, 6, 8 and President.  Each is a 2 year term.  The deadline for nominations received into the ALTA office is December 31, 2009!

· We are also accepting Resolutions for our 2010 AGM. All information about format and style is available on ALTA’s website.  Deadline for Resolutions is also December 31, 2009. 

· Have you received your 2010 membership application? Make sure your payment is into the office before December 31st, 2009 if you are planning on submitting a nomination or resolution. 
· Membership renewal and application forms have been mailed out. If you haven’t gotten yours yet you can download one off the homepage of our website. This year we will be mailing out membership certificates to all paid member boards. It will have a new unique member number on it that you will need to register any of your Trustees for the Alberta Library Conference in 2010. So be sure to get your membership fees in early!

· Do you know of a Deserving Trustee or Library Board? Nominate them for our Honorary Life Member Award or Award of Excellence! Nomination forms and criteria are available on our website. Deadline is mid-February 2010. 
ALTA’s Trustee Resource Centre

Hopefully you have all heard of and used our online education modules on Advocacy and Policy (available at www.librarytrustees.ab.ca/onlinemodules). Our Roles & Responsibilities module will be available in early 2010! 

We are pleased to announce the relaunch of our online Trustee Resource Centre! It includes wonderful educational tools and information for all Public Library Trustees. Highlights include:

·  Ten Commandments of being a Good Public Library Trustee Advocate

· ABC’s of Board Responsibilities

· Governance in Alberta

· Library Service to Special Populations

· Strategic Planning for Results

· 10 Basic Rules of lobbying…and so much more!!
We will be adding to the resource centre all the time – so if you know of a great resource or link to share, please forward it to our office!

Upcoming Events

· Southern Alberta Library Conference – “Libraries – Where the Wild Things Are” February 25-27, 2010 in Lethbridge, AB.  For more information visit the CARLS website. ALTA is hosting a Discussion Forum session on Saturday Feb 27th at 1:30 pm – please join us!

· ALTA Board of Directors Meeting – January 30th, 2010 (location TBA)
· ALTA Annual General Meeting – April 30, 2010 at the Alberta Library Conference in Jasper, AB
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ALTA Announces is published online after every ALTA Board meeting. If you have any news or events you would like added – please email us at admin@librarytrustees.ab.ca. Visit our website at any time for more information at www.librarytrustees.ab.ca. 

